ZAKAH AND SPENDING

Zakah or charity is the third pillar of Islam and an obligation on every financially able Muslim. It
is as fundamental requirement of being a Muslim as salah (prayer). In order to show us the
significance of zakah Allah SWT has combined these two pillars approximately 82 times in the

Qur’an.
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Truly he succeeds that purifies it (Ash-Shams 91:9)
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By men whom neither traffic nor merchandise can divert from the Remembrance of Allah, nor
from regular Prayer, nor from the practice of regular Charity: Their (only) fear is for the Day

when hearts and eyes will be transformed (in a world wholly new) (An-Noor 24:37)
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Those who establish regular prayers and give in regular charity, and also have (full) assurance
of the hereafter. (An-Naml 27:3)

The pillar of zakah is of such profound importance that a person rejecting it is considered out of
Islam. The first Caliph of Islam Abu Bakr (RA) generated a war against those who withheld a

portion of the zakah and considered them murtad (out of Islam).

In this article we will InshaAllah try to explain some of the wisdom behind zakabh; its critical
importance in purifying and cleansing human soul; and its role in establishing justice and
tranquility in earth through the rich supporting the poor. Today, many Muslims are not just

neglectful of the message of Islam, but even of its five basic pillars.

In here I will share with you an understanding which is a lot deeper and more profound than just
fulfilling an obligation. There are two topics in the Qur’an that have been left open without any
cap or limit. These are dhikrullah (remembrance of Allah) and spending. There are many

wisdom behind Allah SWT not setting a limit on these, one of which is to challenge our sincerity



and devotion to Him SWT. He SWT throughout the Qur’an encouraged, advised, and advertised

this practice, and then left it open without a limit as a challenge to our faith.
ZAKAH

In the Qur’an Allah SWT commands us of zakah or charity. There is zakat-ul-mal which is 2.5%
of the annual net income left yearly in liquid cash. Then there is zakah over gold, property, crops
etc. This matter can be investigated according to what a person has by asking a scholar proficient

in this issue. This is an obligatory act which must be performed once a year.

In this article our aim is to encourage and educate you about the importance and significance of
this issue; not to tell you how to do it. The amount of zakah differs for each individual and

should be calculated by a knowledgeable person according to the person’s wealth.
ZAKAT-UL-FITR

Zakat-ul-fitr is the approximate amount of a meal per person. This is also an obligation which
must be paid before Salat-ul-Eid at the end of Ramadan to the needy Muslims. It should be paid

in advance as the money should reach the needy people before Salat-ul-Eid.

This amount is calculated by the country or region according to the status of the family and must
be paid for every member of the family. Every member of the family earning an income is
responsible to pay his own zakah; and the head of the household is responsible to pay the zakah

for all those members of the family who do not earn an income.
ZAKAH IS DIFFERENT THAN SPENDING FOR ALLAH

Zakah is an obligation and requirement of being a Muslim whereas spending is a voluntary act.
InshaAllah, in this article | will introduce you to the many terms for the act of spending that
Allah SWT used in the Qur’an; as well as the difference between spending and obligatory
charity.

Spending other than zakah is to show Allah SWT, through actions, the amount of our belief,
love, devotion and willingness to sacrifice voluntarily for His pleasure. We have the exalted
examples of Prophet SAW, his beloved first wife Khadeeja (RA) and his closest companion
AbuBakr (RA) who spent all that they had for Allah SWT’s pleasure.



AbuBakr (RA) was one of the wealthiest people in Makkah who eventually spent all that he had
for the sake of Allah SWT and His Messenger SAW to the point he didn’t leave anything for his
family. Once, he brought all his belongings to the Prophet SAW, who was raising money for the
defense of Medina. The Prophet asked "AbuBakr, what did you leave for your family?" He
replied, “Allah and His Prophet SAW." On another occasion AbuBakr (RA) mentioned the most
beloved things to him in his life. He said, “O Messenger of Allah, there are three things | love of
the duniya: spending my wealth upon you, spending time in your company and looking at your

noble countenance.”

In Islam we have actions which have to be done—no excuses; among these are the five pillars of
Islam. After that there are actions which Allah SWT wants to see from His slaves as a proof of
their sincerity to Him. These include the things most beloved to us: our self (love), our time and

our money.
SADAQAAT

Sadagaat or voluntary charity is a topic left completely open—without any restrictions of time,
place, or limit. When you carefully read the verses of the Qur’an and the ahadeeth, you will find
that the reward of sadagaat depends on three elements:

e The amount of sacrifice from a person;
e How quickly the person performed the act (without delay);

e For what cause and purpose.

Note: You have to remember that during the month of Ramadan all good deeds—obligatory or
voluntary—multiply in reward. Rewards for obligatory acts increase up to 70 times and the
voluntary acts can be amounted to a fard in rewards. In Makkah all acts multiply by 100,000 and
then 70 times more in Ramadan; and in Medina acts multiply by 1000 times plus 70 times more
in Ramadan. And Allah SWT is generous who can increase the reward for each act up to
700,000 times or to infinity for whom He wants and pleases.
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Take, [O, Muhammad], from their wealth a charity by which you purify them and cause them

increase, and invoke [ Allah 's blessings] upon them. Indeed, your invocations are reassurance

for them. And Allah is Hearing and Knowing.

Do they not know that it is Allah who accepts repentance from His servants and receives

charities and that it is Allah who is the Accepting of repentance, the Merciful?

And say, "Do [as you will], for Allah will see your deeds, and [so, will] His Messenger and the
believers. And you will be returned to the Knower of the unseen and the witnessed, and He will
inform you of what you used to do." (At Tawba 9:103-105)
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Amongst them are men who made a covenant with Allah, that if He bestowed on them of His

bounty, they would give (largely) in charity, and be truly amongst those who are righteous.

But when He did bestow of His bounty, they became covetous, and turned back (from their

covenant), averse (from its fulfillment).

So He has put as a consequence hypocrisy into their hearts, (to last) till the Day, whereon they
shall meet Him: because they broke their covenant with Allah, and because they lied (again and

again).

Know they not that Allah doth know their secret (thoughts) and their secret counsels, and that
Allah knows well all things unseen? (At Tawba 9:75-78)
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If you disclose your charitable expenditures, they are good; but if you conceal them and give
them to the poor, it is better for you, and He will remove from you some of your misdeeds
[thereby]. And Allah , with what you do, is [fully] Acquainted. (Al Bagarah 2:271)

CHARITY TO WHOM
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Alms are for the poor and the needy, and those employed to administer the (funds); for those
whose hearts have been (recently) reconciled (to Truth); for those in bondage and in debt; in the
cause of Allah; and for the wayfarer: (thus is it) ordained by Allah, and Allah is full of
knowledge and wisdom. (At Tawba 9:60)

INFAAQ

Infaaq is another term often repeated in the Qur’an for spending. Allah SWT has left it just like
that—spending.

[
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By no means shall you attain righteousness unless you give (freely) of that which you love; and

whatever you give, of a truth Allah knows it well. (Aal Imran 3:92)

Some scholars consider this verse to be the pathway of reaching goodness with Allah SWT. The
key word in here is to spend of what you love—not what you have. Make sure you get it right.
Read it repeatedly and do not read it so quickly that you overlook the key point!

He SWT gives many examples of this spending in the Qur’an:
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Believe in Allah and His messenger, and spend (in charity) out of the (substance) whereof He
has made you heirs. For, those of you who believe and spend (in charity),- for them is a great

Reward.

What cause have you why you should not believe in Allah?- and the Messenger invites you to

believe in your Lord, and has indeed taken your Covenant, if you are men of Faith.

He is the One Who sends to His Servant Manifest Signs, that He may lead you from the depths of

Darkness into the Light and verily Allah is to you most kind and Merciful.

And what cause have you why you should not spend in the cause of Allah?- For to Allah belongs

the heritage of the heavens and the earth. Not equal among you are those who spent (freely) and

fought, before the Victory, (with those who did so later). Those are higher in rank than those who
spent (freely) and fought afterwards. But to all has Allah promised a goodly (reward). And Allah

is well acquainted with all that you do. (Al Hadid 57:7-10)

Today, a lot of so called Muslims quote portion of this verse and use it with their own corrupt

interpretation and wrong understanding:
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"And spend in the Path of Allah, and do not contribute to your own destruction” (Al Bagarah
2:195)

Aslam ibn “Imran narrated that when they were fighting the Romans, a Muslim soldier
penetrated the enemy ranks. People quoted the above verse saying, "SubhanAllah! He has
contributed to his own destruction.” Thereupon, Abu Ayyub al-Ansari (RA) stood up, and said,
"O people! You give this interpretation to this verse, whereas it was revealed concerning us, the
Ansar, when Allah had given honor to Islam and its supporters had become many, whereupon
some of us secretly said to one another ... "Our wealth has been depleted, and Allah has given

honor to Islam and its supporters have become many, so let us stay amidst our wealth and make



up what has been depleted of it. Then some of us started delaying in spending for Allah.”
Thereupon Allah SWT revealed,
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"And spend in the Path of Allah, and do not contribute to your own destruction” (Al Bagarah
2:195)

We the Ansar believed that Allah SWT revealed this verse for us refuting what we had said and

warning us that if we delay in spending we will bring destruction to ourselves.
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O you who believe! Spend out of (the bounties) We have provided for you, before the Day comes

when no bargaining (Will avail), nor friendship nor intercession. Those who reject Faith they

are the wrong-doers. (Al Bagarah 2:254)

Abdullah Ibn Mas’ud RA states that when this verse was revealed we cried and were so scared
that this was revealed as a warning for us when we delayed in spending:
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Has not the Time arrived for the Believers that their hearts in all humility should engage in the
remembrance of Allah and of the Truth which has been revealed (to them), and that they should
not become like those to whom was given Revelation aforetime, but long ages passed over them
and their hearts grew hard? For many among them are rebellious transgressors. (Al Hadid
57:16)
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Those who spend (freely), whether in prosperity, or in adversity; who restrain anger, and pardon

B

(all) men;- for Allah loves those who do good;- (Aal Imran 3:134)
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And whatever you spend in charity or devotion, be sure Allah knows it all. But the wrong-doers

have no helpers. (Al Bagarah 2:270)
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It is not required of you (O Messenger), to set them on the right path, but Allah sets on the right
path whom He pleases. Whatever of good you give benefits your own souls, and you shall only
do so seeking the "Face" of Allah. Whatever good you give, shall be rendered back to you, and
you shall not be dealt with unjustly. (Al Bagarah 2:272)
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Those who (in charity) spend of their goods by night and by day, in secret and in public, have
their reward with their Lord: on them shall be no fear, nor shall they grieve. (Al Bagarah 2:274)
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O you who believe! Give of the good things which you have (honorably) earned, and of the fruits
of the earth which We have produced for you, and do not even aim at getting anything which is
bad, in order that out of it you may give away something, when you yourselves would not receive
it except with closed eyes. And know that Allah is Free of all wants, and worthy of all praise. (Al
Bagarah 2:267)
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The example of those who spend their wealth in the way of Allah is like a seed [of grain] which
grows seven spikes; in each spike is a hundred grains. And Allah multiplies [His reward] for
whom He wills. And Allah is all-Encompassing and Knowing. (Al Bagarah 2:261)



A Gath Y3 e 5, Al (33 530K (53515 Gally Ktdaca 1 ¥ 1 el ol G
T - s W \F & 8. s % owy L s Fiowm (o5 o%- S i_e stnzam N TS
‘;puj‘)gs.i\)! 1Alla 4\5).15 d:‘\j Alals u\‘).iﬁ,}lc- g\j&adﬁsm :)/Ay\ e‘jﬂ\‘j
_ 2B P o ,Nf & S, 2 4aw o %

U:Ualﬁ\ Al g Y Ay & ) S Wk o 04

O you who have believed, do not invalidate your charities with reminders or injury as does one
who spends his wealth [only] to be seen by the people and does not believe in Allah and the Last
Day. His example is like that of a [large] smooth stone upon which is dust and is hit by a
downpour that leaves it bare. They are unable [to keep] anything of what they have earned. And
Allah does not guide the disbelieving people. (Al Bagarah 2:264)
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And spend [in the way of Allah ] from what We have provided you before death approaches one

of you and he says, "My Lord, if only You would delay me for a brief term so | would give charity
and be among the righteous.” (Al Munafigoon 63:10)

QARD

Qard means loan. Imagine the Creator asking His own servant to give Him a loan! A loan

guarantees return of the money. And who is the one promising to pay back? Allah SWT Himself!

When | was young, | heard a scholar say, Allah SWT created all people with different
weaknesses and dispositions. If you are not generous and tend to love your money, Allah SWT

does not tell you to give it up, instead He asks for a loan and promises to pay you back.

If you study this topic in depth and study the lives of the companions and what they did, it will
make you cry. Instead of going into details, | want to make this an eye opener only and expose
you to the importance and beauty of this practice that is repeatedly encouraged by Allah SWT
and His Prophet SAW.
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Who is he that will Loan to Allah a beautiful loan? for (Allah) will increase it manifold to his
credit, and he will have (besides) a liberal Reward. (Al Hadid 57:11)
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For those who give in Charity, men and women, and loan to Allah a Beautiful Loan, it shall be
increased manifold (to their credit), and they shall have (besides) a liberal reward. (Al Hadid
57:18)
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If you loan Allah a goodly loan, He will multiply it for you and forgive you. And Allah is Most
Appreciative and Forbearing. (At-Taghabun 64:17)

CAN | SHOW YOU A BARGAIN?

Allah SWT used the term bargain or trade for spending. Bargain or trade for what? According to
the explanation (tafsir) of the following verses, the scholars consider them to be the key of
saving one from the torture of the grave along with the victory in life, and gaining the highest
level in jannah. Imagine bargaining temporary, fleeting material life for the everlasting joys of

hereafter.

Therefore if you want purification from the torture of the grave, victory as an individual or an
ummabh, and elevation to the highest level in paradise, here is your chance. This is the bargain!
Read the verses and study their tafsir really well. If you live the condition, you will get the
bargain!
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That you believe in Allah and His Messenger, and that you strive (your utmost) in the Cause of

Allah, with your property and your persons: That will be best for you, if you but knew!

He will forgive you your sins, and admit you to Gardens beneath which Rivers flow, and to

beautiful mansions in Gardens of Eternity: that is indeed the Supreme Achievement.
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And another (favor will He bestow,) which you do love-help from Allah and a speedy victory. So
give the glad tidings to the believers. (As-Saff 61:11-13)

PURCHASE

Allah SWT used the word ‘purchase’ saying... “Allah has purchased from the believers their
persons and their goods.” It is already done! The business has been concluded and it is up to you

to deliver the merchandise. You deliver; Allah SWT will deliver!
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Indeed, Allah has purchased from the believers their lives and their properties [in exchange] for
that they will have Paradise. (At Tawba 9:111)

ONE WHO SELLS HIMSELF TO PLEASE HIS LORD

Suhayb Ar-Rumi (RA) was a companion of the Prophet SAW who embraced Islam early on in
Makkah and was quite wealthy. When he intended to migrate to Medina, the enemy tried to
prevent him and attempted to capture him. He bargained with them and offered all his wealth in
return of them letting him go. They agreed and Suhayb (RA) arrived in Medina—penniless yet
elated to be back in the company of the Prophet SAW and the believers.

When Suhayb (RA) reached Quba, just outside Medina, the Prophet SAW saw him approaching.
He was overjoyed and greeted Suhayb with beaming smile saying:"Your transaction has been
fruitful, O Abu Yahya. Your transaction has been fruitful." He repeated this three times.
Suhayhb's face beamed with happiness as he said: "By Allah, no one has come before me to you,

Messenger of Allah, and only Jibreel could have told you about this."

Suhayb (RA)'s transaction was fruitful. Revelation from on high affirmed the truth of this in the

following words:
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And of the people is he who sells himself, seeking means to the approval of Allah. And Allah is
kind to [His] servants. (Al-Bagarah, 2:207)

How many of us ever think to emulate people like these and are willing to spend whatever it
takes to gain the pleasure of Allah SWT?
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ITHAAR

Ithaar is one of the highest levels of spending and it refers to spending the most precious thing,
from the only thing that you have and that you need. Imagine giving away what you desperately
need for yourself to others just to please Allah SWT. Islamic history is full of examples of ithaar

by those yearning to gain the pleasure of Allah SWT.

Abu Hurayrah (RA) related that once Messenger of Allah SAW entrusted one of the companion
of the Platform (al-Suffah) to a man from the Helpers (Ansar). {According to a narration it was
Abu Talha Ansari RA.} The latter took the former to his family and asked his wife: “Do we have
anything [to feed him]?”” She said: “We do not have anything except the children’s food”. He
said: “Put them to sleep and then bring me the food. And when you put the food down, dim the
light and let us pretend to be eating with him so the guest will not feel shy until he finishes his

meal.”

She did as her husband requested. The Helper offered what he had to his guest. The following
morning he took him back to the Messenger of Allah SAW.

The Prophet SAW said: “Indeed, the dwellers of the heavens are amazed at what you two have

done”.
This verse was then revealed:
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And [also for] those who were settled in al-Medina and [adopted] the faith before them. They
love those who emigrated to them and find not any want in their breasts of what the emigrants
were given but give [them] preference over themselves, even though they are in privation. And

whoever is protected from the stinginess of his soul - it is those who will be the successful. (Al
Hashr 59:9)

They gave up what was most essential for them—food for their children, and became the role

model of ultimate sacrifice. This verse is not only for them, rather for all who do the same.
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GENEROSITY vs. STINGINESS

These are two qualities which are stark opposites of each other—one is beloved to Allah SWT,
the other hated by Him SWT. The sign of generosity is spending freely with good manners.
There are many verses and ahadeeth that give glad tidings to those who have this quality.

Stinginess is often combined with arrogance in a person. These two characteristics can be found
in a disbeliever or a hypocrite but cannot exist in a believer. Among the signs of the Day of
Judgment is that stinginess will increase in the world. There are many warnings against it in the
Qur’an and the sayings of the Prophet SAW.
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The life of this world is but play and amusement: and if you believe and guard against Evil, He

will grant you your recompense, and will not ask you (to give up) your possessions.

If He were to ask you for all of them, and press you, you would covetously withhold, and He
would bring out all your ill-feeling.

Behold, you are those invited to spend (of your substance) in the Way of Allah: But among you
are some that are niggardly. But any who are niggardly are so at the expense of their own souls.
But Allah is free of all wants, and it is you that are needy. If you turn back (from the Path), He
will substitute in your stead another people; then they would not be like you! (Muhammed 47:36-
38)
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Such persons as are covetous and commend covetousness to men. And if any turn back (from
Allah's Way), verily Allah is Free of all Needs, Worthy of all Praise. (Al Hadid 57:24)
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And let not those who covetously withhold of the gifts which Allah Hath given them of His Grace,
think that it is good for them: Nay, it will be the worse for them: soon shall the things which they
covetously withheld be tied to their necks Like a twisted collar, on the Day of Judgment. To Allah
belongs the heritage of the heavens and the earth; and Allah is well-acquainted with all that you

do. (Aal Imran 3:180)

BELIEVERS vs. HYPOCRITES

Many verses in the Qur’an combine the spenders with believers and hypocrites with those who

delay in spending. Not withhold spending, just delay and slow down!

When you read these verses carefully and read the stories behind the revelation of some of them,
you will be scared. They were revealed in Medina for some of the Companions of the Prophet
SAW who delayed spending in the cause of Allah and were later on labeled as hypocrites.
Remember the abode of hypocrites is the lowest part of hell fire.
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The Believers, men and women, are protectors one of another: they enjoin what is just, and
forbid what is evil: they observe regular prayers, practice regular charity, and obey Allah and

His Messenger. On them will Allah pour His mercy: for Allah is Exalted in power, Wise. (Tawba
9:71)
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The desert Arabs say, "We believe." Say, "You have no faith; but you (only) say, 'We have
submitted our wills to Allah," For not yet has Faith entered your hearts. But if you obey Allah

and His Messenger, He will not belittle aught of your deeds: for Allah is Oft-Forgiving, Most
Merciful.”
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Only those are Believers who have believed in Allah and His Messenger, and have never since
doubted, but have striven with their belongings and their persons in the Cause of Allah: Such are

the sincere ones. (Hujurat 49:14-15)
Vs G 52158 AR 5ol a3l ) 15008 1305 b 8 a5 5898 Gl )
S Y ) &5 RS
The Hypocrites - they think they are over-reaching Allah, but He will over-reach them: When

they stand up to prayer, they stand without earnestness, to be seen of men, but little do they hold
Allah in remembrance; (An Nisa 4:142)
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Except for those who repent, mend (their lives) hold fast to Allah, and purify their religion as in

Allah's sight: if so they will be (numbered) with the believers. And soon will Allah grant to the

believers a reward of immense value. (An Nisa 4:146)
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It is only the Evil One that suggests to you the fear of his votaries: Be you not afraid of them, but
fear Me, if you have Faith. (Aal Imran 3:175)

WARNING FOR THOSE WHO DELAY IN SPENDING
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Say: "Spend (for the cause) willingly or unwillingly: not from you will it be accepted: for you are

indeed a people rebellious and wicked."

The only reasons why their contributions are not accepted are: that they reject Allah and His
Messenger; that they come to prayer without earnestness; and that they offer contributions
unwillingly. (At Tawba 9:53-54)
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O you who believe! what is the matter with you, that, when you are asked to go forth in the cause
of Allah, you cling heavily to the earth? Do you prefer the life of this world to the Hereafter? But

little is the comfort of this life, as compared with the Hereafter. (At Tawba 9:38)
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And there are those who bury gold and silver and spend it not in the way of Allah: announce

unto them a most grievous penalty-

On the Day when heat will be produced out of that (wealth) in the fire of Hell, and with it will be
branded their foreheads, their flanks, and their backs, their flanks, and their backs.- "This is the
(treasure) which you buried for yourselves: taste you, then, the (treasures) you buried!" (At
Tawba 34-35)

HOW WOULD YOU LIKE TO END YOUR LIFE?

When you read these verses, you will find Allah SWT promising glad tidings to certain people
with certain quality. He assures them that they will receive a happy ending, He SWT will take
care of them in their journey after this life, and will even take care of their progeny that they
leave behind. Read these verses and ask yourself whether you have the quality to be among those

who might be granted the happy ending.

Note: My intention is to prepare you to understand the Qur’anic message, because if we really
understand what it means, our attitudes will change. We will be more serious and will take the

word of Allah SWT more earnestly than we do now.
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Verily those who say, "Our Lord is Allah," and remain firm (on that Path),-on them shall be no
fear, nor shall they grieve.

Such shall be Companions of the Gardens, dwelling therein: a recompense for their (good)
deeds.

We have enjoined on man kindness to his parents: In pain did his mother bear him, and in pain
did she give him birth. The carrying of the (child) to his weaning is (a period of) thirty months.
At length, when he reaches the age of full strength and attains forty years, he says, "O my Lord!
Grant me that | may be grateful for Your favor which You have bestowed upon me, and upon
both my parents, and that | may work righteousness such as You may approve; and be gracious

to me in my issue. Truly have I turned to You and truly do | bow (to You) in Islam."

Such are they from whom We shall accept the best of their deeds and pass by their ill deeds:
(They shall be) among the Companions of the Garden: a promise! of truth, which was made to
them (in this life). (Al Ahgaf 46:13-16)
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In the case of those who say, "Our Lord is Allah™, and, further, stand straight and steadfast, the

angels descend on them (from time to time): "Fear you not!" (they suggest), “Nor grieve! but
receive the Glad Tidings of the Garden (of Bliss), the which you were promised! (Fussilat 41:30)
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"A hospitable gift from one Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful!" (Fussilat 41:32)
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A REMINDER AND PREPARATION FOR YOUR SOUL

When you read the verses mentioned before and these following verses, you will notice the
amount of warnings for those who indulge in duniya and forget akhirah, and its dire
consequences. Meanwhile you will also see the promises of Allah SWT for those who believe

and do good deeds and strive with whatever He SWT gives them in His cause.
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Then, when they saw the (Penalty in the shape of) a cloud traversing the sky, coming to meet
their valleys, they said, "This cloud will give us rain!" "Nay, it is the (Calamity) you were asking
to be hastened!- A wind wherein is a Grievous Penalty!

"Everything will it destroy by the command of its Lord!" Then by the morning they - nothing was

to be seen but (the ruins of) their houses! thus do We recompense those given to sin!

And We had firmly established them in a (prosperity and) power which We have not given to you
and We had endowed them with (faculties of) hearing, seeing, heart and intellect: but of no profit
to them were their (faculties of) hearing, sight, and heart and intellect, when they went on
rejecting the Signs of Allah; and they were (completely) encircled by that which they used to

mock at!

We destroyed aforetime populations round about you; and We have shown the Signs in various
ways, that they may turn (to Us). (Al Ahgaf 46:24-27)
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And on the Day that the Unbelievers will be placed before the Fire, (It will be said to them):
"You received your good things in the life of the world, and you took your pleasure out of them:
but today shall you be recompensed with a penalty of humiliation: for that you were arrogant on
earth without just cause, and that you (ever) transgressed." (Al Ahgaf 46:20)
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Verily Allah will admit those who believe and do righteous deeds, to Gardens beneath which
rivers flow; while those who reject Allah will enjoy (this world) and eat as cattle eat; and the

Fire will be their abode.

And how many cities, with more power than your city which has driven you out, have We

destroyed (for their sins)? and there was none to aid them. (Muhammed 47:12-13)
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And among them are men who listen to you, but in the end, when they go out from you, they say

to those who have received Knowledge, "What is it he said just then?" Such are men whose
hearts Allah has sealed, and who follow their own lusts.

But to those who receive Guidance, He increases the (light of) Guidance, and bestows on them

their Piety and Restraint (from evil).

Do they then only wait for the Hour,- that it should come on them of a sudden? But already have
come some tokens thereof, and when it (actually) is on them, how can they benefit then by their
admonition? (Muhammed 47:16-18)
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Then, is it to be expected of you, if you were put in authority, that you will do mischief in the
land, and break your ties of kith and kin?
Such are the men whom Allah has cursed for He has made them deaf and blinded their sight.

Do they not then earnestly seek to understand the Qur'an, or are their hearts locked up by them?

Those who turn back as apostates after Guidance was clearly shown to them,- the Evil One has

instigated them and busied them up with false hopes.

This, because they said to those who hate what Allah has revealed, "We will obey you in part of

(this) matter"; but Allah knows their (inner) secrets.

But how (will it be) when the angels take their souls at death, and smite their faces and their

backs?

This because they followed that which called forth the Wrath of Allah, and they hated Allah's

good pleasure; so He made their deeds of no effect.
Or do those in whose hearts is a disease, think that Allah will not bring to light all their rancor?

Had We so willed, We could have shown them up to you, and you should have known them by
their marks: but surely you will know them by the tone of their speech! And Allah knows all that
you do. (Muhammed 47:22-30)
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REMEMBER, ALLAH KNOWS THE SEEN AND THE UNSEEN

He SWT knows what you have in your heart, in your bank account, where your money is coming
from and what you are spending it on. You are your best judge. Ask yourself how much you
spent for Allah SWT last year, and how much you spent on yourself. Remember, He SWT

knows the truth and once you drop dead, your chance is gone!
33 i (e adl) Sl GR35 0 AL 4y (s L i Glaay) A 35
eab JAZ gy el 02 RN (B )
32 G ) I8 G il
fad A € L IS 0 Al el 84 &zla

¢

KSRy peigs Q;A\ & i

N . P
gy Bl Lead and JS el

2 e
T °%

S ol el lle Sl LESS 1A (R alie 6 Ok
It was We Who created man, and We know what dark suggestions his soul makes to him: for We
are nearer to him than (his) jugular vein.

Behold, two (guardian angels) appointed to learn (his doings) learn (and noted them), one sitting

on the right and one on the left.
Not a word does he utter but there is a sentinel by him, ready (to note it).

And the stupor of death will bring Truth (before his eyes): "This was the thing which you were

trying to escape!"
And the Trumpet shall be blown: that will be the Day whereof Warning (had been given).

And there will come forth every soul: with each will be an (angel) to drive, and an (angel) to

bear witness.

(1t will be said:) "You were heedless of this; now have We removed your veil, and sharp is your
sight this Day!" (Qaf 50:16-22)
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And the Garden will be brought nigh to the Righteous,- no more a thing distant.

(A voice will say:) "This is what was promised for you,- for everyone who turned (to Allah) in

sincere repentance, who kept (His Law),
"Who feared (Allah) Most Gracious Unseen, and brought a heart turned in devotion (to Him):
"Enter you therein in Peace and Security; this is a Day of Eternal Life!"

There will be for them therein all that they wish,- and more besides in Our Presence. (Qaf 50:31-
35)

A WARNING AND ADVICE...WHAT TO DO?
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But how many generations before them did We destroy (for their sins),- stronger in power than

they? Then did they wander through the land: was there any place of escape (for them)?

Verily in this is a Message for any that has a heart and understanding or who gives ear and
earnestly witnesses (the truth). (Qaf 50:36-37)
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Bear, then, with patience, all that they say, and celebrate the praises of your Lord, before the

rising of the sun and before (its) setting.
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And during part of the night, (also,) celebrate His praises, and (so likewise) after the postures of
adoration. (Qaf 50:39-40)
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We know best what they say; and you are not one to overawe them by force. So admonish with
the Qur'an such as fear My Warning! (Qaf 50:45)
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You shall certainly be tried and tested in your possessions and in your personal selves; and you
shall certainly Hear much that will grieve you, from those who received the Book before you and
from those who worship many gods. But if you persevere patiently, and guard against evil,-then

that will be a determining factor in all affairs. (Aal Imran 3:186)
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Beautified for people is the love of that which they desire - of women and sons, heaped-up sums

of gold and silver, fine branded horses, and cattle and tilled land. That is the enjoyment of

worldly life, but Allah has with Him the best return.

Say, "Shall I inform you of [something] better than that? For those who fear Allah will be
gardens in the presence of their Lord beneath which rivers flow, wherein they abide eternally,
and purified spouses and approval from Allah . And Allah is Seeing of [His] servants (Aal Imran
3:14-15)
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He gives wisdom to whom He wills, and whoever has been given wisdom has certainly been

given much good. And none will remember except those of understanding. (Al Bagarah 2:269)
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On the Day when Allah will resurrect them all and inform them of what they did. Allah had
enumerated it, while they forgot it; and Allah is, over all things, Witness. (Al Mujadilah 58:6)
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On the Day Allah will resurrect them all, and they will swear to Him as they swear to you and

think that they are [standing] on something. Unquestionably, it is they who are the liars. (Al
Mujadilah 58:18)
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Satan has overcome them and made them forget the remembrance of Allah. Those are the party
of Satan. Unquestionably, the party of Satan - they will be the losers. (Al Mujadilah 58:19)
PURPOSE OF HEARING AND READING QUR’AN

Today there are many people reciting Qur’an, reading Qur’an, attending Qur’an study sessions,
but ironically Qur’an is absent from our lives. We are too far from comprehending the message

and the wisdom Allah SWT is sharing with us in His book. Read carefully and see for yourself...
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Behold, We turned towards you a company of Jinns (quietly) listening to the Qur'an: when they
stood in the presence thereof, they said, "Listen in silence!" When the (reading) was finished,

they returned to their people, to warn (them of their sins).

They said, "O our people! We have heard a Book revealed after Moses, confirming what came
before it: it guides (men) to the Truth and to a Straight Path.

"O our people, hearken to the one who invites (you) to Allah, and believe in him: He will forgive

you your faults, and deliver you from a Penalty Grievous.

"If any does not hearken to the one who invites (us) to Allah, he cannot frustrate (Allah's Plan)
on earth, and no protectors can he have besides Allah: such men (wander) in manifest error."”
(Al Ahgaf 46:29-32)

THE NEWS, THE FUTURE, THE PROMISES FROM ALLAH

What will happen if we continue in the state of heedlessness, indulge in duniya and do not listen

to the message of Allah? This will be the ending!
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Therefore patiently persevere, as did (all) messengers of inflexible purpose; and be in no haste
about the (Unbelievers). On the Day that they see the (Punishment) promised them, (it will be) as

if they had not tarried more than an hour in a single day. (Yours but) to proclaim the Message:
but shall any be destroyed except those who transgress? (Al Ahqgaf 46:35)

NO BLAMING, NO COMPLAINING

In these verses Allah SWT tells you very straightforwardly that you will only achieve what you
are looking for and aiming for. You want duniya, you will get it; you want akhirah, you will get

it. Just remember, one day you will have to stand in front of Allah SWT!
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That man can have nothing but what he strives for;

That (the fruit of) his striving will soon come in sight:

Then will he be rewarded with a reward complete; (An Najm 53:39-41)
BELIEF IN THE PROMISE OF ALLAH vs.

YOURSELF, WHAT YOU OWN & LOVE

Allah SWT left the journey of iman open as a challenge for us to do our utmost. Two of the most
beloved topics to Allah SWT—dhikrullah and spending—are not obligatory actions. None of the
various forms of spending we discussed so far are obligatory except zakat-ul-mal and zakat-ul-
fitr. Everything else is a form of struggle to elevate our iman and a proof of our devotion,

sincerity, love and belief in the One we are doing it for.

| challenge those who claim that Islam spread by force that it could not have worked. We cannot
make people do things by force. Allah SWT never pressurizes people into believing, instead He
engages us in a conversation. He advertises, encourages and motivates our souls to believe in His
oneness and greatness. The more we believe, the more we love, and the more we hasten to do

whatever we can to gain His pleasure.

A very important comment: Today among the many tragedies of this ummah is our shaky belief

in the promises of Allah SWT. Even those Muslims who study very well, know Qur’an and
sunnah, listen to scholars, and worship, suffer from this weakness of faith. Our iman, our love
for Allah, our belief in and longing for jannah is so weak that spending is very difficult for us;

especially voluntary spending!

Allah SWT says:
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(Such has been) the practice (approved) of Allah already in the past: no change will you find in
the practice (approved) of Allah. (Al Fath 48:23)
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It is He Who has sent His Messenger with Guidance and the Religion of Truth, to proclaim it

over all religion: and enough is Allah for a Witness. (Al Fath 48:28)
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SINCERITY

The occasion to prove sincerity and faith is at the time of actions. Especially when we are
surrounded by those who are needy and suffering, and we have the ability to alleviate some of
their distress. The companions of the Prophet SAW did their utmost and spent majority of their
wealth for Allah SWT.

After reading this, look around yourself and assess the needs of this ummah from the desperate
need of da 'wah to the state of orphans, victims of major crisis, sick, needy, and the list is
unlimited. Ask yourself how much you are willing to spend to gain the promises of Allah and
His glad tidings. Otherwise, may Allah SWT save us, we may be labeled as hypocrites without

even realizing it.
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Allah's Good Pleasure was on the Believers when they swore allegiance to you under the Tree:
He knew what was in their hearts, and He sent down tranquility to them; and He rewarded them
with a speedy Victory; (Al Fath 48:18)
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Indeed, your efforts are diverse.

As for he who gives and fears Allah

And believes in the best [reward],

We will ease him toward ease.

But as for he who withholds and considers himself free of need
And denies the best [reward],

We will ease him toward difficulty.

And what will his wealth avail him when he falls?

Indeed, [incumbent] upon Us is guidance.

And indeed, to Us belongs the Hereafter and the first [life].

So I have warned you of a Fire which is blazing.

None will [enter to] burn therein except the most wretched one.
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Who had denied and turned away.

But the righteous one will avoid it —

[He] who gives [from] his wealth to purify himself

And not [giving] for anyone who has [done him] a favor to be rewarded
But only seeking the countenance of his Lord, Most High.

And he is going to be satisfied. (Al Layl 92:4-21)

Note: If you think this article is long, read only the 30" juz in the Qur’an and see how many
chapters and how many ayahs encourage spending and warn those who withhold.

Question for you to reflect on....
Why did Allah SWT repeat this topic over and over again?
YESTERDAY, TODAY AND TOMORROW

When you read Qur’an, you will find that the message is the same. The qualities of the believers
throughout times remain the same and the excuses of the hypocrites stay the same. Read these

verses and see where you stand...
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The desert Arabs who lagged behind will say to you: "We were engaged in (looking after) our
flocks and herds, and our families: do then ask forgiveness for us.” They say with their tongues
what is not in their hearts. Say: "Who then has any power at all (to intervene) on your behalf
with Allah, if His Will is to give you some loss or to give you some profit? But Allah is well
acquainted with all that you do. (Al Fath 48:11)

DUNIYA vs. AKHIRAH

Duniya is material life where as akhirah is the hereafter. No one in this world whether believers,

disbelievers, atheists claim they are going to live forever. We are going to die. It is not a matter
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of “if*, it is ‘when’, and the answer to that we do not know. Young and old, healthy and ill, all are

going to experience death.

If you call yourself a Muslim and claim to believe in Qur’an you will find that Qur’an does not
attempt to balance duniya and akhirah; it is 100% about akhirah. Islam teaches us to view this
duniya as a transition—a bridge—to lead us to our final destination. This final destination can
only be two places, paradise or hellfire. Paradise is the place of permanent pleasure and hellfire
is the place of permanent torture. The bottom line of this message is: sacrifice the maximum you
can from what is temporary to gain the pleasure of Allah SWT and enter heaven for infinity.

This is what the message is all about! I know today we are too far from the message and
consequently too far from the practice of spending. If we understood the message of Islam, we
would not hesitate from spending in the way of Allah SWT. Take the example of a car that you
love and want to purchase. You go to the dealership, they tell you how much it is worth and you

give your hard earned money to the dealer in return for the car.
What really happened during this transaction?

The love of your money was transferred to the love of the car. Therefore you were able to part
with what you love for something that you loved and valued more. You were willing to sacrifice
whatever you had to get what you love, or you thought you love, what you desire and what you
believe would benefit you. All these transactions are temporary. The car will get old, the clothes

will get worn out, and the house will eventually deteriorate.

On the other hand Allah SWT is advertising for what is everlasting. Allah SWT wants you to
sacrifice what you love and what pleases you for what He loves and is pleased with. And in

return you get the permanent abode of pleasure, the paradise.

A very important point: The challenge for mankind is to remember! Remember that the

temptations and illusions of duniya are false and the promise of Allah is true even though it is
unseen. Shaytaan (lanatullah alih) makes us busy with what is fleeting and we forget about that
which is everlasting. This is where the power of belief comes in—to believe in and struggle for
something that we cannot see. The more we believe, the more we are willing to spend, and the

easier it becomes. Now we hasten to do good deeds knowing full well that all we are spending is
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in reality getting transferred to our Bank Ilahi meaning it has is being saved by Allah SWT and
He will multiply it for us 7, 70 or even 700,000 times!

By the time you finish this article and if Allah SWT opens for you and me to understand and
comprehend this message, | promise it will have a profound impact on you. If Allah SWT gives
us the ability to live this message, you will see that it will fill your life with incredible joy,
pleasure and happiness and will eventually lead you to the permanent abode of happiness
InshaAllah.

May Allah SWT open our hearts to be among those who are generous and are real believers, not
fake ones. May Allah SWT cleanse our hearts and souls from stinginess, selfishness, greed, and
love of accumulation of duniya and instead fill our hearts with love of Allah SWT, love of

goodness, care, mercy, love of Rasul Allah SAW, believers and all mankind.
Look what kind of advices Allah SWT gives us...
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Know that the life of this world is but amusement and diversion and adornment and boasting to
one another and competition in increase of wealth and children - like the example of a rain
whose [resulting] plant growth pleases the tillers; then it dries and you see it turned yellow; then
it becomes [scattered] debris. And in the Hereafter is severe punishment and forgiveness from

Allah and approval. And what is the worldly life except the enjoyment of delusion.
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Race toward forgiveness from your Lord and a Garden whose width is like the width of the
heavens and earth, prepared for those who believed in Allah and His messengers. That is the

bounty of Allah which He gives to whom He wills, and Allah is the possessor of great bounty.

No disaster strikes upon the earth or among yourselves except that it is in a register before We
bring it into being - indeed that, for Allah , is easy - (Al Hadid 57:20-22)
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O you who have believed, let not your wealth and your children divert you from remembrance of

Allah . And whoever does that - then those are the losers. (AI Munafigoon 63:9)
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But never will Allah delay a soul when its time has come. And Allah is Acquainted with what you
do. (Al Munafigoon 63:11)
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O you who have believed, indeed, among your wives and your children are enemies to you, so

beware of them. But if you pardon and overlook and forgive - then indeed, Allah is Forgiving

and Merciful.
Your wealth and your children are but a trial, and Allah has with Him a great reward.

So fear Allah as much as you are able and listen and obey and spend [in the way of Allah ]; it is
better for your selves. And whoever is protected from the stinginess of his soul - it is those who
will be the successful. (At-Taghabun 64:14-16)
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Knower of the unseen and the witnessed, the Exalted in Might, the Wise. (At-Taghabun 64:18)
GLAD TIDINGS AND ADVICE
Allah SWT gives glad tidings to the believers and tells them what to do.
Read for yourself, determine where you are and where you are going.
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As to the Righteous, they will be in the midst of Gardens and Springs,
Taking joy in the things which their Lord gives them, because, before then, they lived a good life.
They were in the habit of sleeping but little by night,

And in the hour of early dawn, they (were found) praying for Forgiveness;

And in their wealth and possessions (was remembered) the right of the (needy,) him who asked,

and him who (for some reason) was prevented (from asking).
On the earth are signs for those of assured Faith,
As also in your own selves: Will you not then see?

And in heaven is your Sustenance, as (also) that which you are promised.
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Then, by the Lord of heaven and earth, this is the very Truth, as much as the fact that you can
speak intelligently to each other. (Adh-Dhariyat 51:15-23)
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Hasten you then (at once) to Allah: I am from Him a Warner to you, clear and open!

And make not another an object of worship with Allah: | am from Him a Warner to you, clear
and open! (Adh-Dhariyat 51:50-51)
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But teach (your Message) for teaching benefits the Believers.
| have only created Jinns and men, that they may serve Me.

No Sustenance do I require of them, nor do I require that they should feed Me

For Allah is He Who gives (all) Sustenance,- Lord of Power,- Steadfast (for ever). (Adh-Dhariyat
51:55-58)
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And be patient, [O Muhammad], for the decision of your Lord, for indeed, you are in Our eyes.
And exalt [ Allah ] with praise of your Lord when you arise.And in a part of the night exalt Him
and after [the setting of] the stars. (At-Tur 52:48-49)
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Therefore shun those who turn away from Our Message and desire nothing but the life of this

world.

That is as far as knowledge will reach them. Verily your Lord knows best those who stray from
His Path, and He knows best those who receive guidance. (An-Najm 53:29-30)
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If Allah helps you, none can overcome you: If He forsakes you, who is there, after that, that can

help you? in Allah, then, Let believers put their trust. (Aal Imran 3:160)
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Be quick in the race for forgiveness from your Lord, and for a Garden whose width is that (of the
whole) of the heavens and of the earth, prepared for the righteous,- (Aal Imran 3:133)

L)

2001 G EE A e S 15 HARELIE ) ) 580 ndil 1 salls 3 Al ) a8 13y Gl
Osalad 2y ) slaa e e )5 Ta) Al

And those who, having done something to be ashamed of, or wronged their own souls, earnestly

bring Allah to mind, and ask for forgiveness for their sins,- and who can forgive sins except

Allah?- and are never obstinate in persisting knowingly in (the wrong) they have done. (Aal
Imran 3:135)
Sunnah of Allah SWT never changes...
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Men said to them: "A great army is gathering against you": And frightened them: But it (only)
increased their Faith: They said: "For us Allah sufficeth, and He is the best disposer of
affairs.”(Aal Imran 3:173)
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For such the reward is forgiveness from their Lord, and Gardens with rivers flowing
underneath,- an eternal dwelling: How excellent a recompense for those who work (and strive)!
(Aal Imran 3:136)
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Many were the Ways of Life that have passed away before you: travel through the earth, and see
what was the end of those who rejected Truth.
Here is a plain statement to men, a guidance and instruction to those who fear Allah!

So lose not heart, nor fall into despair: For you must gain mastery if you are true in Faith.

If a wound hath touched you, be sure a similar wound hath touched the others. Such days (of
varying fortunes) We give to men and men by turns: that Allah may know those that believe, and
that He may take to Himself from your ranks Martyr-witnesses (to Truth). And Allah loveth not

those that do wrong.

Allah's object also is to purge those that are true in Faith and to deprive of blessing Those that

resist Faith.

Did you think that you would enter Heaven without Allah testing those of you who fought hard
(In His Cause) and remained steadfast? (Aal Imran 3:137-142)

WHAT DO YOU THINK ABOUT THIS?

What about this verse in the Qur’an...
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and [yet], do not forget your share of the world. (Al Qasas 28:77)
What to do with this verse?

A lot of so called Muslims today, when they hear this message of spending and sacrificing their
wealth for Allah, answer back with this particular verse which is actually 1/3 of a verse. They

justify their greed by saying, ‘look, Allah SWT wants us to gain our share of the duniya.’

We cannot do this with the Qur’an. We cannot take the middle of a verse and use it out of
context to validate our actions. Muslim scholars clearly state that if you want to comprehend any
verse of the Qur’an you have to first understand the context it was revealed in. Now if you want

to understand this often misquoted verse, go from verses 76 to 83:
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Indeed, Qarun was from the people of Moses, but he tyrannized them. And We gave him of
treasures whose keys would burden a band of strong men; thereupon his people said to him, "Do

not exult. Indeed, Allah does not like the exultant.

But seek, through that which Allah has given you, the home of the Hereafter; and [yet], do not
forget your share of the world. And do good as Allah has done good to you. And desire not

corruption in the land. Indeed, Allah does not like corrupters.”

He said, "I was only given it because of knowledge | have." Did he not know that Allah had
destroyed before him of generations those who were greater than him in power and greater in

accumulation [of wealth]? But the criminals, about their sins, will not be asked.

So he came out before his people in his adornment. Those who desired the worldly life said, "Oh,

would that we had like what was given to Qarun. Indeed, he is one of great fortune."

But those who had been given knowledge said, "Woe to you! The reward of Allah is better for he

who believes and does righteousness. And none are granted it except the patient."”

And We caused the earth to swallow him and his home. And there was for him no company to aid

him other than Allah , nor was he of those who [could] defend themselves.

And those who had wished for his position the previous day began to say, "Oh, how Allah
extends provision to whom He wills of His servants and restricts it! If not that Allah had
conferred favor on us, He would have caused it to swallow us. Oh, how the disbelievers do not

succeed!"

That home of the Hereafter We assign to those who do not desire exaltedness upon the earth or

corruption. And the [best] outcome is for the righteous. (Al Qasas 28: 76-83)

This is the story of a man named Qarun whose only concern was accumulation of wealth by all
possible means. Allah SWT gave us his example as a warning, not to take him as a role model.
Allah SWT is warning us not to be like him! Those who quote this segment of the verse to

validate their accumulation of wealth are completely off!

This segment of the verse is actually an advice in the middle of a conversation between some
pious people of the community and Qarun. They advised Qarun not to forget his share of duniya
and do good deeds.
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What is a person’s real share from this duniya?

Majority of the scholars agree that your share from this duniya is what you will take with you
after death. This share of your duniya is what will benefit you and lead you to jannah. Anything
else that we accumulate which is not for the sake of Allah is in reality a waste and will not be in
our favor on the Day of Judgment when we will have to stand in front of Allah SWT and justify
it.

Please read the entire chapter of Al Qasas and try to comprehend the main wisdom behind it;
especially the ending verses of the chapter. You will InshaAllah understand what | am talking

about.

Someone might wonder that this article was supposed to be about zakah and various forms of

spending; then what is up with these additional issues?

| am trying to gather all the misconstrued understandings about this particular issue to help you
comprehend it from a broader perspective. | hope to save myself and many others on the Day we
will be standing in front of Allah SWT and will be questioned for everything we accumulated,

where it came from, where we spent it, and most of all what was our intention while doing it.
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And how many a city have We destroyed that was insolent in its [way of] living, and those are
their dwellings which have not been inhabited after them except briefly. And it is We who were

the inheritors.

And never would your Lord have destroyed the cities until He had sent to their mother a
messenger reciting to them Our verses. And We would not destroy the cities except while their

people were wrongdoers. (Al Qasas 28: 58-59)

ISLAM IS A GIFT FROM ALLAH
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They consider it a favor to you that they have accepted Islam. Say, "Do not consider your Islam
a favor to me. Rather, Allah has conferred favor upon you that He has guided you to the faith, if

you should be truthful."

"Verily Allah knows the secrets of the heavens and the earth: and Allah Sees well all that you
do." (Hujurat 49:17-18)

WHO IS THE BEST AND MOST PRESTIGEOUS IN THE EYES OF ALLAH SWT?

In these verses, Allah SWT is challenging mankind in a decisive language declaring to us who is
the best speaker, who is the best doer, and who is the chosen one!

Our lives and our children are a trust from Allah SWT to us. Just look at what majority of us are
aiming for and grooming our children for—learned or not learned! Are we aiming to be the best

according to Allah SWT’s definition or are we just preparing for material life and that’s it?
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Who is better in speech than one who calls (men) to Allah, works righteousness, and says, "I am
of those who bow in Islam™?

Nor can goodness and Evil be equal. Repel (Evil) with what is better: Then will he between

whom and you was hatred become as it were your friend and intimate!

And no one will be granted such goodness except those who exercise patience and self-restraint,-

none but persons of the greatest good fortune. (Fussilat 41:33-35)

PURPOSE AND DUTY OF A MUSLIM
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Indeed, We have sent you as a witness and a bringer of good tidings and a warner

That you [people] may believe in Allah and His Messenger and honor him and respect the

Prophet and exalt Allah morning and afternoon.

Indeed, those who pledge allegiance to you, [O Muhammad] - they are actually pledging
allegiance to Allah . The hand of Allah is over their hands. So he who breaks his word only
breaks it to the detriment of himself. And he who fulfills that which he has promised Allah - He
will give him a great reward. (Al Fath 48:8-10)
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The Believers are but a single Brotherhood: So make peace and reconciliation between your two

(contending) brothers; and fear Allah, that you may receive Mercy. (Hujurat 49:10)
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O mankind! We created you from a single (pair) of a male and a female, and made you into
nations and tribes, that you may know each other (not that you may despise (each other). Verily

the most honored of you in the sight of Allah is (he who is) the most righteous of you. And Allah
has full knowledge and is well acquainted (with all things). (Hujurat 49:13)

WHAT HAPPENS IF YOU FORGET THE MESSAGE?
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O you who believe! Fear Allah, and let every soul look to what (provision) He has sent forth for

the morrow. Yea, fear Allah: for Allah is well-acquainted with (all) that you do.

And be you not like those who forgot Allah; and He made them forget their own souls! Such are
the rebellious transgressors!

Not equal are the Companions of the Fire and the Companions of the Garden: it is the
Companions of the Garden that will achieve Felicity. (Al Hashr 59:18-20)
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O you who believe! Turn not (for friendship) to people on whom is the Wrath of Allah, of the

Hereafter they are already in despair, just as the Unbelievers are in despair about those (buried)
in graves. (Al Mumtahina 60:13)

WARNING AGAINST ACCUMULATING DUNIYA AND NOT SPENDING

Imagine the severity of the matter when Allah the Most Merciful promises His anger, revenge,
and severe torture to those who love their wealth and family above Allah SWT and His cause.

Decide for yourself whether it is worth it.

The following verses were revealed for those who delayed spending at the time of need in the
path of Allah SWT. Later on Allah SWT gave them three labels: munafigoon, fasigoon,
kafiroon; and forbade His Prophet SAW from praying over them when they die and making du a

for them.

What about us today? We watch the news, we are aware of the condition of the ummah, we know
the amount of poverty and need and still we are so blind that we cannot think beyond our own
selfishness and greed. Ramadan after Ramadan, taraweeh after taraweeh and our life remains as

if we have never heard Qur’an in our lives. It is as if Qur’an is not for us!
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As in the case of those before you: they were mightier than you in power, and more flourishing in
wealth and children. They had their enjoyment of their portion: and you have of yours, as did
those before you; and you indulge in idle talk as they did. They!- their work are fruitless in this
world and in the Hereafter, and they will lose (all spiritual good). (At Tawba 9:69)
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Let not their wealth nor their (following in) sons dazzle you: in reality Allah's plan is to punish

them with these things in this life, and that their souls may perish in their (very) denial of Allah.

They swear by Allah that they are indeed of you; but they are not of you: yet they are afraid (to
appear in their true colors). (At Tawba 9:55-56)
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Say: If it be that your fathers, your sons, your brothers, your mates, or your kindred; the wealth
that you have gained; the commerce in which you fear a decline: or the dwellings in which you

delight - are dearer to you than Allah, or His Messenger, or the striving in His cause;- then wait
until Allah brings about His decision: and Allah guides not the rebellious. (At Tawba 9:24)
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Nor let their wealth nor their (following in) sons dazzle you: Allah's plan is to punish them with

these things in this world, and that their souls may perish in their (very) denial of Allah. (At
Tawba 9:85)

BEARER OF THE LIGHT OF ALLAH

Considering the condition of the ummah today, if we do not support the cause of Islam by all

means possible, we actually act like the enemy of Allah.
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The light of Allah has its own customers, Allah SWT chooses whom He wants to carry his noor.

Question to ask yourself: Am I trying to diminish the light or am I a part of spreading it?

If you are spending to support the deen of Allah in every aspect, you are elevating the noor of
Allah. If you are stingy and you love your money above the deen of Allah, you are diminishing

the noor of Allah in earth.
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Fain would they extinguish Allah's light with their mouths, but Allah will not allow but that His
light should be perfected, even though the Unbelievers may detest (it). (At Tawba 9:32)
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But if they turn away, Say: "Allah is sufficient for me: there is no god but He: On Him is my
trust,- He the Lord of the Throne (of Glory) Supreme!" (At Tawba 9:129)

FINAL MESSAGE

When certain communities withheld part of the zakah after the death of Prophet SAW, Abu Bakr
(RA) considered them out of Islam (murtad) and waged war against them saying...“ls the deen
of Allah to diminish while | am alive?" He accepted the responsibility of the deen of Allah SWT

and did whatever was in his power to serve the cause.

Today we are suffering from the consequences of the loss of this sense of responsibility. When
people start taking the deen slightly, when they delay salah, delay zakah, delay, delay,
delay...eventually the outcome is disastrous. All our actions have a reflection on society and
humanity; starvation, illnesses, orphans living and dying with injustices are among the many
calamities caused by our negligence. Our delay in carrying out goodness and justice is spreading

mischief in earth.

We are supposed to be the carrier of the message—the noor of Allah, His light and mercy to
humanity. At this point, neither are we benefitting from this message nor allowing others to do
so. Not only that, our bad manners actually destroy the image of Islam and we see its result in the
condition of the ummah today. We are passing on this state of affairs to our progeny and the

cycle will continue.
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We forget that everything that is given to us is amanah, a trust and we will be held responsible
for it. We will stand in front of Allah SWT and will be questioned about our time, wealth, effort,
everything! This forgetfulness is caused by blindness. It saddens me to say that our greed and
selfishness has made us blind. Our hearts have hardened to the point we cannot feel for others

any more.

If I say all that I want to, this article will be over 300 pages long. I already have the material! |
advise you to read the ahadeeth of the Prophet SAW on the topic of spending and you will be
fearful of our condition. If you like, request part 2 of ‘Zakah and Spending’, where I will take
you through the ahadeeth of the Prophet SAW step by step to explain the importance of charity.

In the next few lines, 1 will try to share some of the benefits of charity as explained by our
beloved Prophet SAW:

e Charity cures diseases.

e Charity protects us from the wrath of Allah SWT.

e Charity alleviates and protects us from major calamities.

e Charity cleanses us and cleanses our book from bad deeds.

e Charity is a blessing for us and our family.

e Charity makes us beloved to Allah SWT and secures for us the highest level in paradise.
e Charity is one of the elements of gaining victory from Allah SWT, and His support.

e Charity causes our good deeds to be accepted and blessed by Allah SWT.

e Charity can be the beginning of a new chapter between us and Allah and can change all

conditions, whether individual or collective.

If we really comprehend this topic, we will not delay another minute in spending all that we can
for the sake of Allah SWT. May Allah SWT put barakah in every word that we have read and
allow us to comprehend it, understand it, reflect on it, and act upon it to the best of our abilities.

Ameen Ya Rabbal Alameen.
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